
About Suzanne
Suzanne Smith is a nationally 
recognized community strategist, 
professor, TEDx speaker, and founder of 
Social Impact Architects. A Duke MBA, 
she has spent more than two decades 
helping leaders tackle complex issues in 
education, poverty, healthcare, and 
workforce development. She has also 
worked with government agencies—
including the federal government—and 
is trilingual in government, policy, and 
business, giving her a rare perspective 
on how meaningful change happens.
Suzanne is the author of Social 
TrendSpotter, ranked among the 
nation’s top nonprofit blogs, where she 
has analyzed philanthropy and nonprofit 
trends weekly for over 13 years. Known 
for her straight talk and storytelling, 
she helps audiences see what’s really 
happening behind the headlines, learn 
why society’s toughest problems are so 
difficult to solve, and discover what 
solutions have been proven to really 
work. In her TEDx talk, “Everyone Can 
Be a Changemaker,” she shows how 
ordinary people can take small steps 
that create extraordinary ripple effects. 
Whether breaking down giving trends, 
unpacking nonprofit scandals, or highlighting 
community solutions, Suzanne makes 
the case that everyone has a role to 
play in making change possible.

Signature Topics
INSPIRATION & PERSONAL ACTION
       From Doomscrolling to Doing Good–Tired of Bad News? 
       5 Ways to Step Away from Your Screens and Change      
       Your Community Instead
       Changemaker Challenge–The Myth of Ordinary: 
       3 Everyday Acts that Create Extraordinary Results 

GIVING & PHILANTHROPY
       How to Find the Best Nonprofits–5 Questions Every 
       Donor Should Ask Before Giving
       The Giving Gap–Why Billionaires Cannot Save 
       Philanthropy–and How Everyday People Will 
       Beyond the Wish List–5 Ways to Give Back this 
       Holiday Season
       Gen Z and Millennials Are Rewriting Philanthropy– 
       Why Young Donors Are Ditching Galas for Grassroots     
       Giving–and What It Means for the Future of Nonprofits 

BEHIND THE HEADLINES
       Why Celebrities Should NOT Start Nonprofits–10% 
       Get it Right; 90% Get it Wrong—And What We Can All   
       Learn From It
       Why Can’t We Solve the Big Problems? From Housing to    
       Healthcare, 5 Barriers Holding Us Back
       Nonprofits Standing in the Gap–The Hidden Story    
       Behind Inflation and How Nonprofits Are on the Frontlines 
       of America’s Toughest Problems
       Nonprofits Behaving Badly–Trust is at an all-time low:    
       even for nonprofits. What can Americans learn from this 
       crisis and how can nonprofits bounce back?

Making Social Change 
Simple (and Even Fun)

Community Strategist   I   TEDx Speaker   I   Professor
Duke MBA   I   Founder, Social Impact Architects
Top-Rated Blogger   I   Serial Social Entrepreneur
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